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AGRICULTURAL CENSUS 2017 PREFACE x

Title I, Part C (Migrant Education) is a Federal educational program designed to provide
supplemental educational services to the children of workers who do certain the agricultural
and fishing work that forms the backbone of many states’ economies. Funding for this program
is dependent on the accurate identification of workers involved in the these industries; and
indeed, for each state that receives an allocation for Title I, Part C, it is the state’s responsibility
to identify those workers who, or whose children, might be eligible for services through the
program.

To identify families, a knowledge of the agricultural activities that occur in each state is
important — to not only locate areas where potentially qualifying families might be found and to
identify agribusinesses that employ workers who might do qualifying work, but to determine
which of those agricultural and fishing activities might qualify a worker within the guidelines of
the Migrant Education Program. To facilitate this process for each state within the consortium,
the Identification and Recruitment Rapid Response Consortium (IRRC) is pleased to provide
each participating state with that state’s data from the 2017 Federal Agricultural Census. Each
state’s Census information provides, by county, data concerning all agricultural and fishing
activities conducted as of 2017; the top 10 counties for each area listed within the report are
highlighted in yellow.

We encourage consortium member state programs and recruiters to utilize this information in
the following ways:

o Through a knowledge of the agricultural and fishing activities taking place within each
county, ID&R Coordinators and recruiters are better able to focus on areas where
potentially qualifying workers might be found, leading to a better utilization of
recruitment time and resources.

* Through an awareness of each state’s seasonal work activities, recruiters can be better
prepared to watch for the appearance of seasonal farmworkers.

*  Knowledge of agricultural and fishing activities in each county can greatly facilitate the
compilation and enhancement of state agricultural/fishing work directories and the
mapping of agribusinesses — which in turn can lead to increased agribusiness
partnerships to further the goals of Identification and Recruitment.

* Member states will be more able to delineate which agricultural and fishing activities
that take place within their state are qualifying temporary and seasonal activities, as set
forth in the Non-Regulatory Guidance for Title I, Part C.

It is our hope that each of you will find this document a useful tool as you refine your
Identification and Recruitment efforts. Thank you for your participation in the Identification
and Recruitment Rapid Response Consortium!
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